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Independent Study Proposal

Educational Objectives:

· Gain further skills in PHP programming

· Increase my ability to integrate new features into existing programs and web environments

· Work with an on-line community to develop enhancements that match their requirements and feature specifications

· Collaborate with other open source developers to resolve any complications I may encounter

Course Description:


Using a Web-Log (or “Blog”) is becoming a common practice in the on-line community. Many individuals and groups use this method of posting frequent logs of their activities as a way of communicating with friends, supporters, customers and developers. Different back-end applications are available to make blogging as simple as signing into a web interface, typing the log and clicking “Submit.” Some standards are being implemented to make these different applications work well with each other, but further work is still needed.


For Independent Study credit, I plan to develop a variety of plug-in applications for the Blogging application WordPress (http://http://wordpress.org/). These plug-ins will perform tasks such as allowing cross posting with other logging sites, the ability to import logs from other applications (for the purpose of migrating between applications), and adding additional functionality to the application. In addition, I will also explore and document some of the common problems encountered when migrating between between blogging applications, such as maintaining the link structure of archived posts and the cross compatibility of plug-ins.


To provide status updates of my work, I will keep an activity log and post all developed applications, plug-ins and scripts to my site (http://bekit.net) in a specific category for this project: http://bekit.net/archives/category/blog-development/
Grading:


Grading can be determined by the successful completion of a number of application plug-ins and the quality of documentation provided with each application and migration solution. Additional work may also be assigned to provide a suitable amount of work for the credits attempted.

Why Independent Study?


Although many courses at RIT are devoted to web development, none of them focus on the development of applications for a purpose such as this. I have found that it is a very important skill to be able to integrate new features into existing applications, as well as being able to migrate from one application to another with minimal changes to a user. I hope to further develop these skills while also adding features that I, and others in the blogging community, will find useful.

